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SABA-SD is 
pleased to 
announce the 
confirmation of 
Amul Thapar to 
serve as District 
Court Judge for 
the Eastern 
District of 

Kentucky.  Upon confirmation, Mr. Thapar 
will make history as the first South Asian 
Article III Judge.  Previously, Mr. Thapar 
served as the United States Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Kentucky and assistant 
United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of Ohio and the District of 
Columbia.  Mr. Thapar received his 
undergraduate degree from Boston College 
and his law degree from the University of 
California-Berkeley. 
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Announcements 

First South Asian Article III Judge

 
 Young Lawyers Recognized 
The Daily Transcript has recognized SABA-
SD members Nita Mehta and Lori Batra, as  
young achievers in the local San Diego 

community. The Transcript 
recognizes up-and-coming 
young lawyers who are 
nominated by other 
practicing attorneys. 
 Our own SABA-SD 
President Nita Mehta is 

among the finalists for the prestigious San 
Diego Daily Transcript’s Young  Lawyers 
Award.    We wish her the best.    
   Contd… 
 
 



 
The Daily Transcript also 
recognized another SABA-SD 
member Lori S. Batra.  Ms. 
Batra  is general counsel at 
Coastal Plastic Surgeons.  
Ms. Batra is also the legal 

director for Doctors Offering Charitable 
Services (DOCS), a California nonprofit 
Organization dedicated to providing 
reconstructive surgery to indigent citizens. 
 
Rupa Singh makes Partner and get 
appointed on State JNE Commission

 
Rupa G. Singh, co-founder 
and immediate past 
president of SABA-San 
Diego, was recently 
elevated to partnership at 
McKenna Long & Aldridge 
LLP.  Ms. Singh will 

become the only female partner in the 
firm’s San Diego office, and the only South 
Asian woman partner at any major law firm 
in San Diego. 

Ms. Singh has also been appointed by the 
California State Bar Board of Governors to 
its prestigious Judicial Nominees Evaluation 
Commission ("JNE"), which investigates and 
evaluates all candidates under consideration 
by the Governor for a judicial appointment 
in the State. Ms. Singh is now the third 
South Asian to serve on the JNE 
Commission. Congratulations to Rupa Singh 
for both of these accomplishments.  

 
 
 
 

 

SABA-SD’s Newest Board Members 
SABA-SD welcomes two new members to its 
board Mustapha Parekh of Cooley Godward 
Kronish, LLP and Lavanya Ramachandran of 
Grant & Zeko.   Mr. Parekh will act as SABA-
SD’s Outreach-Coordinator, a liaison 
between SABA and other bar associations.  
Ms. Ramachandran will serve as SABA-SD’s 
secretary for the reminder of the 2006-
2008 term, taking over from Omar Iqbal. 

SABA-SD 2008 Law Student 
Scholarship 

SABA-SD’s 2008 Law 
Student Scholarship 
(for $500+) will 
reward a local law 
student who has 

demonstrated academic 
achievement and a commitment to the 
South Asian community.   See the flyer 
included in this newsletter for additional 
details on applying for this scholarship. 

 
 
The 8th Annual San Diego Asian Film 
Festival

SABA-SD Events 

 
SABA-SD’S general membership and board 
members participated in the 8th annual San 
Diego Asian film festival on October 14, 
2007.  A number of SABA members and 
their friends attended the screening of 
“Vanaja” by South Asian directed Rajnesh 
Domalpalli.  For more details on this film 
see www.vanajathefilm.com 



SABA-SD’s Fourth Annual Dinner 
SABA-SD’s  4th Annual Dinner  was a great 

success.  
The event, 
held at the 
historic 
Mills 
House on 

November 17, 2007, was well attended by 
SABA members, representatives of the San 
Diego County Bar Association, and 
members of a number of minority bar 
associations.  SABA-SD would like to extend 
a warm thank you to all the members and 
guests who attended the Fourth Annual 
SABA-SD Holiday Celebration and 
Scholarship Fundraiser.  The proceeds of 
this event helped fund SABA-SD’s 2008 Law 
Student Scholarship Program.  (See separate 
announcement for details on applying for 
this scholarship.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SABA-SD Awards’ Ceremony 
This year, at the Annual Dinner,  SABA also 
handed out its very first annual awards to 
recognize the commitment and 
contributions of SABA members and of 
member of the community.   
 
The following awards were handed out:  
Law Firm of the Year:  Cooley Godward 
Kronish, LLP 
Service to Diversity:  Amar L. Thakur of 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton, LLP. 
Service to SABA-SD: Benita Ghura of 
Qualcomm, Inc. 
Community Leadership Award: Erica 
Hiramatsu of the California’s Attorney 
General’s Office and the 2007 President of 
the Pan Asian Lawyers Assoc. 
Congratulations to all the winners! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Lto R: Nita Mehta, Lavanya Ramachandran, Rekha Chiruvolu, Benita Ghura, 
Neeta Toprani) 

 
 
 

 
 

(Lto R: Aaron Arnzen (for Cooley), Ms. Hiramatsu, Ms. Ghura)
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